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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1 - 20 have been examined. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The Information Disclosure Statement filed July 2, 3004 has been considered. 

Drawings 

2. The drawings filed October 1 5, 2003 have been accepted. 

Specification 

3. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

4. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

Claims 1 -5 and 16-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. The current focus of the Patent Office in regard to statutory 
inventions under 35 U.S.C. § 101 for method claims and claims that recite ajudicial exception 
(software) is that the claimed invention recite a practical application. Practical application can be 
provided by a physical transformation or a useful, concrete and tangible result. No physical 
transformation is recited and additionally, the final result of the claim is a content manager which is 
not a tangible result because result is not clearly claimed to be embodied on a computer readable 
medium. The following link on the World Wide Web is for the United States Patent And Trademark 
Office (USPTO) policy on 35 U.S.C. §101. 

<http://www.uspto.gov/web/oflfices/pac/dapp/opla/preognotice/guidelinesl01 2005 1 026.pdf> 
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Claim! 

Choy anticipates a computer readable medium containing source code comprising: 
a first identifier indicating a first segment of source code; 
the first segment of source code; 

a second identifier indicating a second segment of source code; 
the second segment of source code; 

wherein the identifiers indicate to a source code viewer, that a choice is 
displayed to select the first or second segments. (Choy, col 5, lines 52 - 65 -component layers - 
child, grandchild etc- links to external). 

Claim 2 

The computer readable medium of claim 1 wherein the first segment is a default version if no 
choice is made. (Choy, col 5, lines 15 - 24 - versions) 

Claim 3 

The computer readable medium of claim 1 wherein the second identifier further indicates the end 
of the first segment and the beginning of the second segment, and a third identifier indicates the 
end of the second segment. (Choy, col 5, lines 52 - 65 -component layers - child, grandchild 
etc- links to external) 

Claim 4 

The computer readable medium of claim 3 wherein source code above the first identifier is 
indicated as being in a version whether the first or second segments is in the version. (Choy, col 
5, lines 15 - 24 - versions) 

Claim 5 

The computer readable medium of claim 1 wherein source code outside the identifiers indicates 
that source code outside the identifiers is in all versions. (Choy, col 5, lines 15 - 24 - versions) 

Claim 6 • 

A method comprising: receiving a file comprising source code with code layer choice identifiers; 
(Choy, col 5, lines 52 - 65 -component layers - child, grandchild etc- links to external) 

displaying the source code on a computer terminal comprising a code layer choice (See 
Figure 5); receiving an indication of a code layer choice; and creating a version of source code 
comprising the indicated code layer choice. (Choy, col 5, lines 15 - 24 - versions) 

Claim 7 

The method of claim 6 further comprising receiving the indication of the code layer choice via a 
code layer string in the source code. (Choy, col 5, lines 52 - 65 -component layers - child, 
grandchild etc- links to external and figure 5) 



Claim 9 
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The method of claim 6 wherein the code layer choice identifiers identify plural sets of code layer 
choices and the received indication indicates a code layer choice for at least one set. (Choy, col 
5, lines 52 - 65 -component layers - child, grandchild etc- links to external) 

Claim 10 

The method of claim 6 wherein the code layer choice identifiers identify plural code layer 
choices, and at least one default code layer is used to create the version since the received 
indication fails to indicate a code layer choice for said at least one default code layer. (Choy, col 
5, lines 52 - 65 -component layers - child, grandchild etc- links to external and col 6, lines 13 - 
37) 

Claim 16 

A computer system comprising: 

a memory comprising a code layer viewer, component, a source code file 
comprising source code and code layer identifiers; 

a display; 

an input device; and 

a central processing unit is coupled to the memory, the input device, and the 
display. As per the rejection for claim 1 . 

Claim 17 

The computer system of claim 16 wherein the central processing unit while executing the code 
layer viewer component and displaying the source code file, receives via the input device and 
indication of a code layer choice defined by the code layer identifiers. As per the rejection for 
claim5. 

Claim 18 

The computer system of claim 17 wherein upon receiving the indication, the code layer viewer 
edits the source code file to create a version of the source code file that includes an indicated 
code segment choice. As per the rejection for claim 7. 

Claim 20 

A method comprising: receiving a media content file comprising common content and plural 
media content alternatives; displaying content selection criteria; receiving an indication of a 
selected content selection criteria; and rendering media content comprising common content and 
a media content alternative indicated by the selected content selection criteria. (Choy, col 2. lines 
41-52). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 



obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 11-15 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Choy in view of 
JAVA - JAVA Look and Feel Design Guidelines: Advanced Topics, 2001. Choy does not 
disclose the exact details of common GUI techniques in development environments. It is JAVA 
who teaches mouse over techniques (Java, page 154). Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to combine Choy and JAVA because 
mouse over enables users to see help information. 
Claim 11 

The method of claim 6 wherein the displayed code layer choice comprises a choice between a 
first code segment and a pop-up window comprising a second code segment. (JAVA, page 1 54). 

Claim 12 

The method of claim 1 1 wherein the indication of the code layer choice is received when a user 
clicks a mouse button while a cursor is over the pop-up window. (JAVA, page 154). 
Claim 13 

The method of claim 8 wherein the compiled version is executed. (Choy, col 1, lines 15 - 21 - 
end result executes to provide access to data etc). 

Claim 14 

The method of claim 8 wherein after the compiled version is executed, the source code is 
displayed again, another code layer choice indication is received, and a new version of source 
code is created. As per claims 3 and 4. 

Claim 15 

The method of claim 6 wherein the file is saved in a tree data structure format comprising data 
nodes identifiable by the code layer choice identifiers. As per claim 3. 

6. Claims 8 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Choy 



and Collard. 
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Choy does not explicitly mention compiling It is Collard who (page 34, top right). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to combine 
Choy and Collard (Supporting Document and Data Views of Source Code - 2002) because 
compiling code produces executable that enable code to solve problems. 
Claim 8 

The method of claim 7 further comprising transforming the version into compiled code. (Choy, 
col 1, lines 15 - 21 - end result executes to provide access to data etc). 
Claim 19 

The computer system of claim 18 wherein the central processing unit executes a compiler 
program to turn the version of source code into an executable program. 

Correspondence Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Todd Ingberg whose telephone number is (571) 272-3723. The 
examiner can normally be reached on during the work week.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Meng-Ai An can be reached on (571) 272-3756. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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